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THE OLD HOME OF WAGNER.

EDGAR L. WAKEMAN

IN BAYREUTH,

A Spot Fur Idyliic Retirement—The Musical
Mecen of the City—Wagner's Origin
—Who Made Him Immortal—His
Influence on Muailc.

Bayrevrn, Bavaria, Oect. HOpY-
righted.]—If Richard Wagner really
desired to seek as deep a seclusion as pos-
sible, and Lo retire almost absolutely from
all that had flavor of the modern about it,
i ¥as not when he

Bayrenth. The place is of

Bavarian towns.
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a party of strangers arrives at Bayreath, it
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I8 twenty-
giving otal distance
h .: avallable point
for in stage mechanism to the
floor of the stage cellar of 150 feet. Tha
auditorium to American evesat first seeiwns
as painfully ugly and plain as is possible
for the monkish, morbid genius of man to
create. But gradunlly discovers
tem and arrangement of wondre
worth. There
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His real
15 not a4 proscenium box or
dress-circle box in the theate;
IS NO parquet or tlresa-circle. The
to the right and left from the
cavernouns space in front of the stage,
« Where the orchestra is shut ont from view,
i the rear, at an levation of

00t A Following thege, at e herside,
“’-l:h lessening projection, are lateral walls
refar { which
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&ing to the eeiling, the ends of
are trea;ad with detached Corinthian eol-
umns with long, square baseg. These di-
winishing coltynns terminat®®at the rearat
sither end of the prines's gallery, set im-
mediately behind last and most ele-
vated circle of seats. Tliis gallery comprises
aimn!:.' six stalls baoxes, the whole
capable of comiortably senting one han-
dred persons, fron which extend to the
rear large fon romenades,. Abhove
this gsllier small gallery, ac-
commodating 250 people, so that, as the
main floor coutains 1,45 chairg, there is
seating eapacity tor gnly 1650 persons.
These chairs are of cherry, square-framed,
with square bs cks and cane geats, and are
roomy and comiortable. The ceiling
whieh, in gray vandyke and white, repre-
sents & canopy gathered at the top of the
prosceninm and fastened down above the
upmr lery saugly, has not a line of gilt
or brigut color, The somber ¢columas at
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either side simply represent hewn stone

theater unless the grouping of gas jets,
gracefully hung from the caps of the col-
umns and like sprays along the mid-hight
of the columns, the former series of which
are continued around the cornice of the
prince’s gallery, mav be called decorative,
By an ingenious arrangement ingress and
egress are provided, each
scats baving a separate entrance.

During a pertormance the lightsin the
auditorium are lowered as much as possi-
ble, and to surh an extent that reference
libretto is next to impossible.
Thus, there being no orchestra visible,
and no gandy decoration to distract the
attention, 1'.?:-: stage eflect, ba it of sight
or gound, is wondrously hightened and in-
nter
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mental and spiritual perception are
focnsed upon the one spot which s given
a positive radiance by contrast. The cost
of the theater was in the neighborhood
of £225.000, and considering the difference
i labor and value of material in Germany
and America, what wonld equal an outlay
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1 | was raised by direct taxation by
; or Nn“t.in"‘u

this fun
Wagner upon 1,000 potronats,

were virtually

5. Uniy

i‘.'it‘l .‘.. 1
=lage

¢ 1
wtin

gioaming ol some r

il

Thi

SH00.000 in enr countrs

. “‘P\.'.
commanded to sach contribute 225,

tl Way. Then Wagner at-
tempted to secure the remainder by giving
periormances of his higher works, but only
about $£20,000 was thus secured. Finally
the Iate King Louis gave the remainder,
ot A1 LN 1 had the 'L:"ll“ fortune to witness
the first perforn i Wagner's last and

“Parsifal,”
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to know how large a number of persons
were necessary in the prodoction of the
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tself to the
urpose to create for the
new standard in lvrie
think was to act and compel
. g act, with Wagner. =0 he ran
away with this Cosima Von Bulow, Listz’
langhter; and assoon a8 YVon Bulow got
Wagner married her. Her
Von Bulow and those hy Wag-
anid now Aare. a ..In.'iilil-.‘,
These are the plain facts,
nss them who wish,
it was, it was a union of
and foree without whieh Wagner
would have broken and failed heneath the
remorseless storms of opposition his own
remorseleganess compelled.

Probably now sixty Yeare ol age,
“Muadame Cosima’™ is a head taller than
wis the short and poddy Wagner. Quaint
and odd in dress, spare and gaunt in
figure, the startling effect is hightened
biv the longest and serawniest neck ever
connecting woman's head and frame. She
i1 18 sallow as was her venerable father.
Deep but phenomenally bright and piere-
ing eves gieam oul under heavv brows.
Her nose is long and hawked. Her mouth
is large, with lips firmly set, with an ex-
pression of unconquerable will power; and
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womplete de-
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ever
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may s
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thisis all intensified by iron-gray hair hood- |

ing the sides of the face almmost to the
chin, which is then gathered in a huge
knot at the r-.'u of the head. There never
lived so homely and yet

man us was Listz, whose grotesque face

I have studied in pariors and at pianos by

)

the honr; Cosima Wagner is his prototype |

in woman. I believe her tobe what Wag-
ner ever insisted she was, the most
lecingl woman in Germany. Not thisalone,
Her intelloctuality was even surpasscd by
her matchless devotion. It did not make
her his enemy., It made her make him.
No fattery ever tempted
weakness of vanity regarding her own
majestic part in what the world got  from
Wagner. Hence, and because of this loval
abnegation only, she must ever be known
as  lominously a8 he who would
not have gained immortality with-
out just that power from  Ther
and just that ‘sbnegation which
devoutly holds to this hoar. “No
the world i= wrong,” she said. “It was oll
his wiighty genius, 1 could help baut lit-
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fascinating a |

intel- |

her into the |

: 1 tle.” Then with great spirit this remark-
in gray and white. There is absolutely |
no decoration in the Richard Wagner |

able assertion: “It is the eternal principle
that the male shall ereato: that the female
shall nurtare. Few women ever created.
They were ‘derelicts,” wandering forces,
when so striving. Had these known the
master-power of mated genius in man,
their contribution to the world's good
woitld have been infinitely greater!”
Cosima Wagner not only gave her own
magnifticent powers to Wagner, but she
gave Listz—Listz, the petted of kings and
prinm‘-.-', the adored of all women, the
ereatest pianist the world ever knew, who
never uttered word, made motion orstruck

nota, without presenting a living idea—his |
|-endless and all-powerfal slave.

tremendous forces, with access to a king's
treasury, gave him power
ideas fully ; a fortune no composer heiore
him ever possessed. As to influence
upon musie, | believe it to have been bad ;
not because of his real accomplish-
ment, but  becaunse there remain only
two c¢lasses to contemplate his work,
One believes with Wagner that the ulti-
maie was reached in his methods, and
imitates them sadly and badly. The other
absolutely rejects evervthing Wagnerian.
Neither disciples nor are true
critics, Time is the only inexorable de-
termi of what is hest in ¢ And I be-
lieve time will give Richard Wagner his
place: A transcendent poet and musician
who twin genius created a new form of
expressing simuitancously majestic idea
in blended gound and thought. Wagner
madde a new type of a certain expression.
He did not reveal me Its divinest
forms were before him He urhed
these for a little. They will again app
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his

oenemics

ner irt

oay,

dlist

immortally for the supremest
appreciation of the intellect. The world
will ever cherish that music which appeals
to the supremest appreciation of the heart.
Encar L. WARKEMAN.
THE UGLIEST PEOPLE KNOWN.
The Bataks of
Their Old Feaple,
London Field
The population of Serapit turned out to
'he women were a strange coon-
the men While
the latter were as ng-posts
and uglier than most monkeys, the for
At least th
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ures, and there were at half a doze
in the crowd betore us who might lairly be
termed good looking.
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THE POSTAGE STAMP MYTH.

Hundreds of Good Feaple.
Good Housekeoplng. )
then some one

1 1
the victimn of the

ANNONNCes
Il'il"l"-".!f ns n
postage stamp hoax. It d
that if 1,000,000 stamps are collected and
forwarded to some « 1 bed wall be
vided for an invalid boy in some hi
a home I "FJ-]..:.'-.
hes have been the L ICUmMBS,
is hardlv one in Englan 1, the
s States, Australia, ia, or in any
eountry, that has not had
members horrowing, and
Ete 11::‘.5.' postage .H!.L!::} 8 in order to
up the million that will go to clothe
fecd some orphan.

This swindle originated in the fertile
brain of a postage-stamp collector at Stet-
tin, (rermany. IHe desired to get vast
collections ta sorf®out and sell again, and
hit upon a plan to set the whole eivilized
world to go to work for him free of charge.
He preyed on the sympathies of people by
announcing that an orphan w.:u{.I be
for 1in *‘the Syrian orphan home"
to him.

Now and

18 rmiv belioye

Oone-m 10y

"
L1

[

\
1er dll seyYera

}-1‘_'_;:n'.:_ even
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and

for every 1,000,000 siamps sent

| This worked well ; and the next dodge was

in
ngreed,
sent 1o

the starting of a mythical mission
Chinna, the boly sisters of which
for every 1,000,000 stamps

them, to gave from the 1aws  of
the ecrocodiles of the Yellow river at
least one Chinese baby, and then edu
eate and christianize it. The stamps
were to be sent, not to Jerusalem or China,
but to Munich or Stettin. The last claim
on the sympathy of the world that has
been made by this German is that for
1,000,000 stamps a home for an old lady or
an old gentleman will be provided "in one
of three homes—one in London, another
in New York and the third in Cineinnati.
For 500,000 stamps a4 bed will be endowed

in a haspital, and for 100,000 a home will |

be found for an orphan for one year,
There are agencies in various citics to
forward stamps to Stettin. It is estimated
that this swindler bas collected over 100,-
000,000 stamps in the United States alone,
and that these were worth from $500,000
to three timea that amount,

At the Anthora' Club,
(Life.)

Brown—"Who is that seedy looking individ-
ual with the loog hair?”’

Jones—"Thatis Starvling, the renowned poet.
His grent masterpiece was published in the Inst
pumber of Seribbier’'s Magazine.”

Brown—"And who i« that well-dressed gen-
tleman who just snubbed him so unmersifully >’

Jonesa—"He is also s poet. He writes the
advertisements for Plaw’s soap.”

These two |

to realize his |

BTV,

1 1 |
Origin of an Iden That Has Bothered Many | UEA

| over me mightily,.and 1 de
| this house were o great hip, and you all

WHERE TO FIND COMFORT.

REV. DR, TALMAGE'S LATEST SERMON

From the Text, “Gﬂ.d Shall Wipe Their
Tenars Away”"—Kinder Than an Earthy

But Not Always Called

Upon—Love and Mercy,

Parent,

The Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, D. D.,
preached to an overflowing congregation
at the Academy of music, Brooklvn, last
Sunday. The text was, “God shall wipe
away all tears from their evea,” Rev,,
17. He said :

Riding across a western prairie, wild
up to the hub the
wheel, and while a long distance
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carriage
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shelt r, thire came a sudden =
while the rain was falling in torrents the

| sun was shining as brightly as I ever saw

and I thought what a beautiful
spectacle this is! f the bible
are not midnight storm, but rain on pan-
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| sied prairies in God's sweet and golden

sunlight. Yon remember that boitle
which David labeled as containing tears,
and Marvy's tears, and Paul's tears, and
that
lrflr]
(rodd
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Christ's tears, and the harvest of joy
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where to fall.
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there is a record as to the moment when
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wd from and

1 great ado about his grief, but in all

wses of heaven there is not one of Al-

they
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exander's tears. 1 epeak of the tears of
the good. Alss) thev are falling all the
time, In summer vou sometimes hear the
growling thunder, and you see there i
storm miles away, but you know from ti
driit of the clonds that it will not
anywhere near you. So,though it may ba
ail bright around about us, there 18 &
shower of trouble somewhere all the time.
Tears! Tears

What is the nse of them, anvhow ? Why
not inake this a world where all the peo-
ple are well and eternal strangers to pain
and aches! What is the use of an eastern
storm when we might a perpetual
nor'wester? Why, when a [amly 18 put
together, not have them all stay, or if they
must be trangplanted to make other homes
then them all live? the family record

story ol marriages and births, but

ithe, W hy not have the harvests
11 wh other without fatiguing toil ?
Why the hard pillow, the h;
hard struggle? It is easy eno
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Letionaries, and all vour philosophies,
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wiil tell vou that it
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acid of a soured Jii
of a bitter memaory
I will tell you
hat a tear is i& agony in solution
Hear me, then, while I' discourse to vou
I the u 201 tr -i;.I 2.

“irst, it is the design of trouble to keep
this world from being too attractive.
something must be done to make ns will-
ing to q If it were

JHil
for trouble this world wounld be a good
nou You and I wonld

me exj

Lhis existence,

gh heaven for me.
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hundred million vears
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: to go out of this world or
until
this wirh to
create a dispust {or
How shall He do it
He can not afford to deface His horizon, or
to bear off’ a fiery panel from the sunsot,
or to subtract an anther {re the water-

lilv, or to banish the pungent aroma i{rom

has a better
gtay here

ont ol nonsp L
ire

1 must

I
’
mignanetls, or W 1!’.1',_{ T!I- I ll."t“-i Nl

1z in mire You ¢
istopher Wren to mar his
' or & Michael

own ‘‘Last

innot expect
oOwn Mt
Angelo
. Judgment,”
Handel to discord his *“lsrael
in  Egypt;” and you cannot expect
to spoil the arehitecture anfl music of
hig own world, How, then, are we to b
made willing to leave? Here 18 where
tromble con in. After a man has a good
trouble he says Vell, I am
ready to go. If theére 18 a house some-
whore whosge roof doesn't leak 1 would
like to live there., 1If there is an
phere somew here that does not
the lungs would like to breathe it: 1i
there is a society somewhere where thers
g2 no tittletattle, 1T wonld like to live ther
Il there 18 a home circle somewhere whers
I can find my loat friends, I would like to
go there,” He used to read the first part
of the hible t'}::--F’I\" now he reads the last
part ol the Why has he
changed Genesis for Revelation? Ah! he
nsed to be anxions chiefly to know how
this world was made and all ab«
logical construction. Now he .
anxious to know how the next warld
made, and how it looks, and who lives
thi re, and how they dress, He reads Rev-
elation ten times now where he read Gon-
onee, The old story, “In the begin-
ning (iod created the heavens and the
earth,” does not thrill him half ag much as
the other story, “l saw a new heaven and
n new earth.,” The old man’s band trem-
bles a8 he turns over this :l[mt‘.‘lf_\'}-tit‘ leaf,
and he has to take out his handkerchief to
wipe his spectacies, That book of Reve-
lation is a prospectus now ol the country
into which he is to spoon immigrate; the
country in which he has lots already laid
out, and avenues opened, and trees

planted, and mansions buiit.

The thought of that blessed place comes
\.m* that if

cathedral,

Out s

{zodl

Vs

atmos-

distross

bible ehiefly

Wwas
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were passengers on board it, and one hand

| could launch that ship into the glories of

heaven, I should be tempted to take the
respousibility and launch you all into

glory with one stroke, holding on to the |
| side of the boat until I conld get in my-
| solf.

And yet there are people here to
whom this world is brighter than heaven.
Well, dear gsouls, I do not blame you. It
is natural. But alter awhile you will be
ready to go. It was not until Job had
been worn out with bereavements, and
carbuncles, and a pest of a wife that he
wanted to see God. It was not until the
rrmli;mI got tired of living among the
jogs that he wanted to go to his father's
house, It is the ministry of trouble to
make this world worth less and heaven
worth wore,

Again, it is the use of trotible to make
us feel our complete dependence upon
God. King Alphonso said that if he had
been present at the creation he could have
made a better world than this,. What a
pity he was not present! I do not know
what God will do when somo men die,

Men think they can do anything until God
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tate us for the office of sympathy,

| r“.[

| trouble,
| about that.

| door, wanting bread,

| {
| shows them they can do nothing at all. | hood?

We lay our great plans and we like to ex-
ecute them. It looks big. God comes and
takes us down. As Promethens was
saulted by his enemy—when the lance

s

siruck him it opened a great swelling that |

had threatened his death, and he got well
—80 1t i8 the arrow of trouble that lets out
great swellings of pride, We never feel
dependence upon God until we " get
trouble. 1 was riding with my little child

along the road and she asked if she might |

drive. I said, “Certainly."”

I handed over the reings to her, and 1
had to admire the with which ghe
drove, But after while we met a team
and we had to turn out, The road was
narrow, and it-was sheer down on both
~She ha the reinsg over to me
and said: * nk yvou had better take
charge of the horge.” So we are all ol !
re and on thi 1 of lif
It oiv
superiority a
alter awhile
wae have to
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take the ins and f
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A THREE YEARS' OPERATION,

Erandieation of An Old

Disfiguring Beard.

Lady's

An electrie physician in New York City has
been engaced on & single operation for over
three years, sayws the Detroit Free Press. In
the « u-r'l_\' part of 1856 & lady ealled upon him
and told the doctor that she wished to have
the superfluous hairs on her lip and chin re.
moved. There is only one way to accomplish this
successiully, and that is by inserting an eleciri
needle into the capillary tube of each hair and
killing the root by electrie shock, Ata rough
estimnle the ]-Is_\.«:m.’!n piaced the number of
hairs on the woman's chin and lip at He
is an exceedingly busy man, and he sat down
and figured out how lone it would take to ac-
complish the total eradieation of the beard,
Then a eontract was entered into between the
physician and patient, and the result was that
the electrician has drawn a comfortable income
from the patient eversince. e has completely
annihilated the beard, and the lady's face s
free of the old adoroment. She is some thoun-
gands of dollars poorer, but her soul
gessed with peace. And zo all ends happily, as

15 poe-

in the tales of fairy-land, .

An Old Stoary Reanrrected,

An old story of the Tippecanoe eampaign has
been resurrected by a veteran of 1540, Two
Irishmen in New York City had departed
far enough from their natural affilia-
tions to hbecome ardent supporters of old
Tippecanoe, Despite argument, entreaty and
threats they worked for him loyally, and cele.
brated his election by going on a tremendous
spree, which lasted intermittently sll winter,
The Harrison inaugural came around and found

| them far enough recovered to file applications

|

ghe |

when the |

WOMAN'S SPHERE.

A Woman Who Inclines To Think That It Is
Growing Too Wide.

It is clear from the recent discussions
about female suffrage at there 18 8 er.p1
' uy ‘erence of opin-
10Mn nt d woman s -_r-i.- e
in this world. The movement which led
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Interesting For Both of Tham.,
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wWolmnn
Mmingis [ wou

faur nnthin'., Sheé's de

| de conntry.”

for office. after which they resumed their inter.

rupted celebration. The long continued soak

resulted in delirium tremens, and by the time |

they emerged from the hospital President Har-
rison was dead and the Tyler administration
had thirown the whig party into consternation

o0n.
] “Whist Pat, fwhat do yeea think of the sitoo-
washun noo®’

“It's turrible.”

“Fwhat wuld Ginerl Harrison san if he war

“I'm thinkin' he'd saa:
dead!” " 5

A Lans With No Turning,

Mrs. Laker(of Chioago)—"“Has your husband
found work yvet, Mra, Webstor ™

Mrs. Webster—'"Yes; he has a life-time job
now.”

“What ar?’
“He was the first man taken for the Cronin
jm.ﬂ

The twe friends met in & sa-" |

|

Tm dam’d glad I'm |

“How do

l. ' r', ! |!‘|‘.||,' hear
colored folks. Dy
She fuss sn’ guar'l

She g0 ek

you know, aunty®”’
ne how »
an’t noth
ner servani

) syt

e is fam de

n' please her,
de

! ."::‘
galls all
time, her "

“Bat, aunty, 1 know } ,and she really
{sn’t such an awiul woman as you think.”

“No, missia, yon can't suade me dal woman
s good, I Enows."

“"Well, aunty, I'm Mrs,

A finsh of ) - glimpse of long
black heels, as they turned down the alley, and
the old darkey was no more,

fiving skirts, a

A Chip From the Binrney Stone.
| Lawrenio Americsn, !

Mre. Plainfnee (lo groceri—"That kercsene [
bought of yon yesterday was very unsatusinetos
ry. It gives hardiy any lHght at all”

Grocer (who must bave Kissed the blarney
stone )—"Shure, lady, when such bright eyes
#a8 Yeér own are about, how con yor eipect anny
poor kerogine loight to shine at all in compari
son with them."”

Mrs, Plsinface—""1 will take & gallon of the
same sort.”

FProof Positive,
[Terre Hante Expross. ]

Johnsing—*Does you t'ink dat de young lady
rekiprosates yoush affection, Julius®

Julina—"1 don’t sot myself up to be much of
a jedge ot sich mattahs Mistah Johneing, but
it do look w'en & lady squeezes a ge'mman so
so bahd dat she breaks de razrer in his west
pocket dat she am leanin’ his way a little, ok ™




