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fc'COMM ANDLPo

; At ETTA :
By Foxcroft Davis

I Tho Yang-tFC- , Yellow river, four hundred milesjj from Hankow, is not. the plensantesfc winter cruising
!W ilpund in the world, and. so said, in unmistakable

' lluiuagCi Chief Quartermaster Stubbs of the Ameri-- 2

Vnboftt Alletta.
Stubbs was reckoned a pious mnn on shoro and a

Vreauenicr of the Seamen's Bethels, and a naval ad- -
ijonct of the Salvation Army. The minute, howovor,
L felt the spokes of the wheel in lus brawny hands

.each' stream of profanity trickled forth unintcr- -
ffc Timtcdly from between his clenched lootli. Tn tho

'icrfonnanco of his professional duties Stubbs was
iL, enemy nt all mankind, especially tho Chinese. A
(nation which habitually eschews lights on big junks

i cieantic rafts in tho fairway of ships is likely
E t'ti incur the ill will of quartermasters. Besides the

ml !ten rules of tho road at son fixed by international
fm rsCTeement Stubbs had added another, which roud as
If 'fbuows, in largo printed characters:

i BULB XT. TAKE IT FOB GRANTED THAT
kl ' EVERY VESSEL YOU MEKT IS COMMANDEDM 'by A DAMNED JACKASS, AND GIVE HIM A
M WIDE BERTH.

Si L Beneath it was inscribed in Stubbs' own kand- -

foiling, homely but clear, like himself:t ,

" J And you won't never have no collusions.

Sip. t

ififtJl L The chief quartermaster, for some occult reason,
Hr,i 'preferred to uso the word collusion where tho

called for collision. Tho idios3'ncrasy was by
so means objected to by (he Alletta 's temporary com-SC-

'Banding officer, a smooth faced pink and white
lieutenant, Alvwin by narao; who- t (thanked God from the bottom of his heart that in tho

.it .present emergency he had Stubbs at the wheel a
vi 'sort of maritime Casey at tho bat.

i A slight nervousness on Alywiu's part was natural;
Mo Alletta 's captain was laid up at Shanghai with
iibeuniRtisni, whilo Richardson, the cxecutivo officer,

isi jtns nursing a broken leg in the Chinese hospital at
h.Ji Hankow, and the command of tho Alletta had do-a- a

fvolvcn upon Alvwin. Instead of being- comfortably
a J loused in at Hankow or Shanghai, and the ofliccrs

poing to European balls twice a week, the Alletta was
' i fnosing about the overflowed region of the Yang-tso- ,

in tlie month of November, when tho water was
Ifl Acceding, and not even tho native pilots knew all
Ifl 'ibont the bottom.

Ostensibly the gunboat was looking for Chinese
' "pirates, but the presence of the third class German

.'cruiser Cecilia, apparently on the same errand, told
aT fAlywin plainly enough that there was something else
Wll j'tbc wiud besides junk loads of Chineso freebooters.

?It looked more like an uprising, with murder in tho
$u ucn ln0 Allotta having crept cautiously

"y? op the river, the British torpedo boat destroyer Viper.
,'witli a couplo of torpedo boats, casually appeared

alcxt day. Some days after a baby gunboat,
much smaller than the Alletta, having

Shanghai, the British socond class
without any apparent reason, also

iL'flirondelle, for Pirates.
this littlo peculiarity of the British

a few war ships were gathered
foreign waters there was certain to

within twenty-fou- r hours, a British naval forco
m jit least twice as strong as all tho other ships com--

Ibincd.
Ma In the present instance it was given out that the
3 jDrakc, which flew a flag officer's pennant, hnd come
pi W from Hnnkow in obedience to a freak of Admiral
--g; IHarbord's concerning torpedo boat practice. Tho

a large, vindictive man, explained this, in o

as soft as a lady's magazine, to the coinriiand-- B

fiiie ollicer of the other vessels. This pretty tale was
3) f believed by all except tho people on tho Alletta.

r L Everything Admiral llarbord said and did was of
Ipeat consequence to Alvwin, and also to Tourneau,
Tsho commanded the French gunboat by seniority, and

Vm f0' '' necidcut
19 ; For were there not two beautiful llarbord girls of
1 wnom it was openly known in Hankow, ShangTiai and

.ffiMt of the trealj- - ports that Mary llarbord was
j Jworcjl by Alywin and Clarice Harbord by Tourneau ?

i Anil'it was also known that Admiral llarbord adored
i '.neither of the young American nor French officers, and
,i regretted with great bitterness having allowed his

)I .uauchters to come to China at all.
3 The Alletta had been cruising around in tho great
i Jivcr. which had become a vast and turbid sea, and

on this particular afternoon was returning to her
1 Jtation in the vicinity of tho other ships, where there
I jras "ood anchorage.

4 i, Cmt'f quartermaster's relief having reported,
Uf ctubbs, obeying a signal from tho bridge, went up

loo engaged in cheerful conversation with Alywin.
j It was about o o'clock on a dull afternoon and

too Alletta plowed her way across tho muddy waters,
i71'." tuir swirling tides and unknown sets and mvs-- '

i ,iious currerus. Afar off was the low line of hills,
, npon which tho peoplo clustered during' the overflow,

A strung out in a somi-circl- dov.-- tho river, were
WW, jne British torpedo boatH, the Drake cruiser holding

; tl:e middle of tho line. At one end lav tho Gorman
0 cruiser, while at the othor tho little French gunboat
j lodged restlessly at her anchor.

"i.'ubs in his heart yearned like a mother toward
jjuf Alvvnn. a gunboat with a main battery of
r& '"Piil fire guns and a secondary battery of

jjrtj. .Kuns was a big command for a mnn whose commis-I- i
'!?n"Wils 0,ll' livo years old, and who had a British

0- JQlIur"i and a French and German commander looking
jtl1-- S?' pttihbs would have considered it rank insubor-bj- !

vrV011 to instruct his commanding officer, noverthe-i- e

i
.1' 'nanaged to convey a good deal of information

3t?:
5 tl'O Iwenty-six'-ycar-ol-

L ve "ocn n ruft service years, four
?ayi8 and seventeen days. Kir."' remarked Stubbs,

S-y-. ',?adT ain't uovor been in a foreign port nor seen no
irflS Wiu P tIlorei so much as a gun on hor,

i
,a lfiy or 50 lucro wani't a couplo of British

tl 'cia nloagside and a very polilo lieutenant
Mining aboard with the captain's compliments and tho

y remarks." .
rfjffl L V'iit encouraged StuLlis hy n nod and a muttered
ffi iii2r1,t'wo 10 continue.

V ,rn
1C l)X( raco was to tho swift; and the bnttlo to tho

ilW? m,uei' Blr' lvo wouldn't stand no show at all with the
i

118,1 ,lnv'- - Et if you look back, vnu'll remember
.w k.jSnvo Jem a severo iolt in days pa'st. I've always

ll1" J'.otion, sir, that the scripter alluded to the Bnt-m-

nal0,n it said, 'Blessed aro the mock, for
V i inherit the earth.' What them Britishers

'"Vrit, they grab, and that's a fact, and so
.J I J6cS K0t.it anyhow, 8ir."' Rt.r r,nn W1S i" tlie mood io lie critical of the

fef; mv? and-wh- would not in his shoes? He
L,cd AvItI' .ioy i l"s loart that the Allotta was
M r

0llfc of t,ie rlry 'lock at Shanghai and could leg
L hri.n I conifni'tiiblv at a sevonteon-kno- t gait. Likc-- f

f IV tail, ""f had a supply of extra good coal, and her
$ti h!v,:TlC01nlfl not bo seen moro than Ave miles away.
i i,,lc' however, had experienced extraordinary
iifil Jy-- "'Ck concorning coal, and at that very moment
$1? .uriiiiiC a mixturo of dirt and slag, and out of

her funnels was pouring a black 6moke, warranted
B?en at lca9t thirtj' miles away.

tho conviction that tho admiral's oyo would
bo upon tho Allotta when 6ho camo down tho river,
Alywin felt a burning desiro to have Stubbs at tho
wheel, but was a littlo bnshful about mentioning it;
temporary commanders are proverbially bashful as
well as nervous.

"I think, Stubbs," said Alywin, clearing his throat,
that we want to take up a good berth at tho end of

tho line, and to do so in stylo. It might bo just as
well for you to have an oyo on tho man at the wheel
when wo get close enough."

"I'll do it, sir." promptly respoudod Stubbs. "I'll
keep an eye on tho man at tho wheol, sir, even as a
hon gathered with her chickens undor her wing. It
ain't worth while to tako no account of native junks
as may be prowliu' about. The chances is ton to
nothiu' they are pirates, and if, by tho blessings of
Providence, we rim down a few oi 'om it would bo
in great gain.

'Tho Chinese have a way of protectin' themselves
against pirates. Thev rub themselves all over from
head to heel with garlic, but I never heard as it kep'

ACROSS TURBID WHERE DRAKE LAY, GRIM WATCHFUL.

anj' pirates away. When a pirato gets brilliantly suc-

cessful, srt and smites his enemy hip and thigii tho
vicerov of tho province writes him a mighty pretty
letter," all full of complimouts and such, and invites
him to becomo a big Taitao, presiding over a of
justice. This is a great compliment, sir, thoy never
pays to any except oxtry ood pirates."

Alywin had hoard this story boforo and laughed
at it.

"Curiously enough," ho said, "I hear that
mako excellent judges, and foreigners staud aEiratcs chance before them any other sort of

Chineso judge."
"Goin' to sea long enough, sir," repliod Stubbs sol-

emnly, "qualifies a man for most anything except tho
kingdom of heavon. If you'll me, sir, I'll tako
a extry turn at tho wheel."

This Stubbs proceeded to do. swearing softly to
himself as tho Allotta wont rushing along at. a sharp
trot and made several vory protty turns in tho whirl-
ing and treacherous water before pulling up sharp at
her anchorage, which was next L'JIirondelle.

The daylight 'lasted the Alletta had dropped
hor anchor, and then a brown fog, like a world ghost,
slipped up tho wide roaches of tho great and
wrapped tho earth and waters and snips in its cold
embrace. The fog horns all the ships began

frightoncd wailings, liko children crying in tho
night.

Ahwin. dining in solitary magnificence in tho cap-

tain's cabin, meditated dcoply upon Chineso pirates.
British admirals and daughters, and tho sailing
directions for tho Yang-tse- , which eay: "Easterly
winds bring gloomy weather; southerly winds heavy
fogs." His Japanese boy bad just given him his soup
when a hail was hoard under tho Allotla's quarter.
Alywin, jumping up, ran out on deck. A shadowy
launch cropt out tho unknown and a voico re-
plied in French-Englis- h to tho chief quartermaster's

"This is the launch of L'Hirondelle, with her com-
manding officer, Jjioutonant Tourneau. We wcro
caught in tho fog trying to mako our ship."

"Como aboard, Tourneau," called out Alywin, who
know how Tourneau stood with Clarico llarhord, iuBt
as Tourneau know how Alywin stood with ifnry llar-
bord. "Yon can't make your ship this infernal
fog lifts."

"All right," responded a voico.
Tho next moment Tourneau .was clamboring ovor

tho side, whilo f he boat was being hoisted up it docs
not do to leave boats out at night in Chineso waters.

"Just in time for dinuor," said Alywin, showing
Tourneau into tho cabin.

Tourneau was short; and dark, with tho indomilablo
French oyo and smile. Ho wns profusely apologotio
for getting lost in tho fog. All tho ofliccrs in that
littlo international galhormg were acutely conscioua
that tho others wore looking on.

Tho Japanese boy ran into the galloy and bor-
rowed a quart of soup tho wardroom cook, and
a leg of mutton which was about, to bo placod
tho wardroom table. These, with a tin of mush-
rooms and a bottlo of uncoolod champagne, made a
vco' respectable dinner for an unexpected guest.

Visitors Aboard.
Alywin, during tho density of the fog, required ton

minufo reports irom tho chief qtiartorinnstor,
in his turn, apologized to Tourneau for this
precaution.

"My friend," said Tourneau, in a burst of confi-
dence, "lei. us bo frank. I am at this moment in a
stato of tho greatest nervousness concerning my ship.
I sen you aro the Bame. Let us encourage each other."

There is great comfort when a man is uneasy in
finding another man in tho snmo circumstances equally
uneasy. Tho two plungod into confidences whilo tho
fog hold, und oven reached tho point that Tourneau
inquired anxiously, of Alywin, who had loft Hankow
aftor him, concerning Clarico llarbord.

"For I dare not ask tho admiral," he plaintively
remarked. "English fathers are very peculiar."

Alywin 's to this was:
"Clarice has been sent up tho Linkiang rivor with

a party of ladies visiting the convent at Howckin
Kwaug."

THE WATERS THE AND

court

these

than

excuso

until

rivor

from
their

their

from

until

down
from

upon

and,
extra

answer

Tourneau roso from his chair at that, and carefully
closing tho cabin door, so as to bo sccuro from tho
orderly's prying eyes and tho intrusion of the Japa-
nese boy, proceeded to oxocuto a skirt danco without
a skirt, waistline meanwhile tho popular cafo chan-ta-

song, "Ma Belle, Ma Bollo."
Then roturning to his seat and loaning forward,

his black eyes dancing, ho said to Alywin:
"Look you, my friend, my sister is superior of tho

convent at Howchin ICwang. It will go hard if I
cannot find some sort of disturbance at Howcchin
Kwang which will requiro tho presence of my ship
thore."

Alywin leaned over and tho two gripped hands.
Tourneau continued:

"My sister is about ns largo as this decantor and
has a meek voice, but sho is tho bravest mnn in tho
family, though I and my throo brothers all bear
arms.' She. with tho other sisters, all French women,
livo in a slato of sicgo every hour of their livos. Do
thoy get frightoncd? A thousand times no. But my
brothers ana I get frightened about my sister often,
and I lontr to givo a drubbing to thoso heathens at
Howchin ICwang which would teach them to respect
Europeans a littlo more than they do,"

"llow bloody mad Admiral llarbord will bo when
ho finds that ho has sent his daughter to your sistor,"
chuckled Alywin.

Tourncnu whippod out his note book and carefully
inscribed in it "bloody mad."

"A good oxpressioh," he said.
Then thoy beg7in to whack tho champagno joyfully.

Alywin, with somo bashfulnessJ inquired of Tourneau
concorning a rumor that Admiral llarbord had him-
self picked out a prospective spouso for Mary llar-
bord.

"So I have heard it whispered a
Scotch lieutenant by tho namo of Konnoth McKon.io.
Tho Admiral, you know, is a torpedo what shall I
call it?"

"Crank," suggested Alywin.
"Ah, yes, torpedo crank, and it is tho joko among

tho British officers that the Admiral selected
simply bocauso. in tho matter of torpodoca and

torpedo boats, ho is considered n what would you
call it?"

"A torpedo sharp," advanced Alywin.
"Yes, yes, yos; tho best torpedo sharp on tho China

station."
As Alywin hnd resorted to tho champagno in his

moments of exhilaration, so now ho was forced to
do tho samo thing to raiso his drooping spirits con-
sequent upon Tourneau 'a news.

Just as Alywin finished the bottlo ho heard a
sound that jbrought him to his feet a boat, scrap-
ing against tho Allotla's side. Tho door opeuod and
an orderly appearod with a report, from tho officer
of tho deck that a Chineso junk, lost in tho fog, hnd
bumped against the Allotta 's side. Alywin ran out
and in tho gangway butted into tho chief quarter-
master.

"A Chinese junk full of pirates, sir," whispered
Stubbs. "They don't want to como aboard, sir
afraid wo '11 search thoir junk."

Alywin. taking tho hint, remarked to Tommy Jones,
who had tho deck:

"Have all thoso Chinc6o brought nboard, and
the chief quart ormnslor will oxnmino the boat."

Alywin went forward, and leaning over tho sido
watched a dozen chattering Chiiiamon crawl in tho
port. Tho last man 'to como Aboard was a big

Chinaman, who alone mado no protest when ordered
out of tho boat from tho Allotla's deck.

Alywin wont back to the cabin and finished the
champagne with Tourneau, Then he returned to tho
dark nnd slippery deck. Tho junk had been hoisted
aft and secured in order to savo the sacred while
paint on tho Ailctta'a sidos. The faint twinklo of
a lantorn might bo soon in tho junk, as a dark fig-
ure, which was Stubbs, searcher! it. Presently ho
pullod on tho rope and brought the junk near enough
for him to climb in at a lower deck port. In a min-(ut- o

moro ho was on tho deck and standing by Aly-
win 's sido in the wot and darkness.

"It's a regular arsenal, sir," whispered Stubbs.
"There's a kinder false bottom to tho junk, and in
it is thirteen rifles and eight pistols, with the mark

of tho British admiralty on 'cm. Likewise a whole
outfit of sailors' slops, and"

Hero Stubbs stopped and chuckled softly to him-sol- r.

"A admiral's full dress uniform, cap and all,
markod 'A. G. H.' That is to say, sir, Alfred Great--erc- x

Harbord. No doubt stole from the Drake, all
oxcept tho rifles. "Taint no easy job to steal rifles
from a British ship, aud it won't 'be no morry jest
to tho Drake's armorer when it's found out."

Stubbs 's sympathies were plainly with the petty
officer, but Alywin's heart wns with tho Drake's cap-
tain, when tho loss of the rifles should becomo
known.

Ten minutes afterward tho plunder was brought
in nnd piled upon tho cabin tablo. Thoro were, as
tho chief quartermaster had said, thirteen rilles and
eight pistols, all bearing tho mark of tho British ad-
miralty; also a dozen suits of bluejackets' clothiug
and a handsomo admiral's uniform and cap, in which
Alywin 's prophetic oyo could seo tho tall and com-
manding figure ot? Admiral Harbord. Alywin gazed
with rapture at tho cap marked "A. G. H.,,J and Tour-
neau, blowing a kiss to tho uniform and cap. said:

"Blessings upon yon, beloved father-in-law.- "

The Giant Chinese.
As tho chief quartermaster said, tho loss of tho

clothes, and even tho pistols, could bo easily ac-
counted for. .but tho loss of tho rifles was something
of which tho British admiralty would tako cogniz-
ance. Alywin's soul was filled with rapturo when ho
realized what Admiral Harbord 's feelings would bo
when tho loss and recover)- - of tho rilles wore re-
ported to him. Then Alywin asked the chief quarter-
master:

"You know something of tho Chineso languago,
quartermaster. Could you get anything out of those
people?"

"Yes, sir" roplicd Stubbs coolly. "If you will
mako out a watch bill for a summary execution to-

morrow morning at 6 o'clock sir L think I can' get
at tho truth from that strapping big Chinese Ah
Fong who is at this blessed moment stuffiing him-
self in the for'ard galley on oca soup and bacon as is
tho property of tho t'niled States government. I
have boon inlcrvicwin' that gent, and hoos on
ns ho don't know a word of English, So you can sup-
ply tho dolails of the hangin' in his presenco and ho
won't know uothin' about it."

Stubbs was incapablo of winking at tho command-
ing officer but thoro was a gleam in his eye which
not only Alywin but Tourneau porfoctlv understood.

"Toll tho master nt arms to bring liio tho China-
man Ah Fong, " Alywin directed tho ordorl', and then
said to Stubbs: "You will rontaiu hore, quarterma-
ster."

In a little while tho mastor at arms appeared,
escorting a big Chinaman, with a faco liko hammered
brass und voico liko a peacock with catarrh. Ho
Hlond stolidly, his arms folded and his eyes nn tho
floor. Alywin proceeded to interrogate him, .but at
every question ho morel' shook his head and de-

clared in Chineso ho did not; understand.
Alywin, with a cigar in his mouth, conducted tho

investigation. Tourneau. at the other end of tho
table, was politely absorbed in a book.

"Ask him." demanded Alvwin of the chief quar-
termaster, "how ho camo by these arms."

Stubbs put the question in Chineso. At I ho sound
of his own languago tho Chinaman started, and his
folded arms drooped to his side. Ho answered, how-
ever, in a loud chatter, tho chief quartermaster's
question.

"Ho snvs, sir," ropeatcd Stubbs, "thai tho clothes
were bought in a pawn shop in Shanghai, nnd so
were the arms." ' ,

"Tell him ho lies," responded Alvwin.
Stubbs conveyed this remark with considerablo

forco. Tho Chinaman, howovor. only shook his head,
and a contortion of tho mouth, moant for a smilo,
revealed a set of jaggod and wolfish locth.

"I perceive," continued Alvwin, "that this man
will not tell tho truth. These" things found in the
junk urp conclusive that, instead of being a traffic
boat, it is a pirate junk. Master-at-arms- , hero arc vour
orders: All up and aft at G o'clock in the morni-
ng1 to witness tho hanging of pirates at I ho yard-arm.- "

Stubbs repeated this lo tho Chinaman. He mere-
ly shook his head with tho samo wolfish grin.

"And keep them in doublo irons until thoy aro
tip for execution," added Alywin. "Master-at-arm-

tako your prisoner awaj."
Hero tho master-at-arm- s laid a henvr hand on. fl

tho Chinaman and marched him away. It was now)
p o'clock at night and tho long-draw- hooting of
tho string of ships still penotrafod the fog. Tho mas-- '

s camo back and reported: '

'Handcuffs and legirons on twelve Chinamen, shy
all down in tho brig." jHJust thon thoro was a sudden cessation of the wail-- 'ing foghorns; tho f0 was lifting and flying off sea-- ' IHward, liko a disturbed ghost.

Tourneau jumped lo his foot. jH
.n.owJ wish I could sec the denouement of this,1

ray friend l But ou wil lot mo know as soon as' j

possiblo?" I
To this Alywin replied significantly: J IHI shall go aboard tho Drake at 10 o'clock tomor-- i IHrow morning to turn ovor theso things nnd tho pco- -'

pie and the ;uuk to Admiral llarbord."At tnis tho two youu commanders grinned sym-- ,
pathetically.

Alywin had not got much Bleep sinco tho com-man- d
of tho Allotta devolved upon him, and ho hard- - I JMy closed hiB eyes for joy that night. On Alywin's VMlast visit to tho deck Stubbs confided to him the be- - f VM

lief that Ah Fong would not bo likely to weaken he- -

foro halt-pa- five in tho morning, the execution bo- - I
mg ordered at G. It wa3 thereforo nn agTecablo ),

wl ion about 4 o'clock, earth and sky and water
still being black as night, tho chief quartermaster's S

stubbly bearded face was poked into Alywin's sleep- -
ing cabin.

YPiit tho Chinee into tho sweat hor, sir," re- - i IHmarked Stubbs, with an accent of suppressed triumph. i

"He .broko down so qniek I don't believe they'll everpromoto him lo bo a jndge. It's all straight enough'
about gettin' tho clothes nnd tho ndmiraPs uniform'at a pawn shop at Hankow. 'Taint so awful hard to- f JMsteal a few revolvers, them being easy hid, but how
thoy got tho rifles puzzled mo. It turns out, sir; ; IH; that it all come from tho coxswain o one of the ! IHDrake's boats not tho eleventh rule of the
road, Tako it for granlod as every vessel you meet
is commanded by a damned jackass, and give him a
wide berth.' Conscouentlv a collusion resulted."

"Was it at Hankow last month?" asked Alywin,
recalling something that occurred thoro and then. IHlos, sir. You remember nt the celebration of
the omperor's birthday, when there was a big blow- - j '
out ashore, there was a lot of marines landed from .

the Drake, and in gettin' back to tho ship abont :

dusk tho last boat got run into by a big Chineo raft IHwithout lights, accordin' to tho custom of them heath-en- s.

Tho Drake's boat was upsot and all the men
wns rescued, Jbufc some of 'ern, thirteen in fact, bein'' tHan unluckv number, lost their rifles. Tho Chinee
gent. Captain Ah Fonc, admitted to mo just now, with
tho sweat running off him in rivers, that ho was in' IHchargo of tho raft, and run into tho launch
pose, and with a view to rifles. Ho pot a awful damnin'l
and swenrin' from tho coxswain and from everybody IHin tho Drako, but tho nativo divers that night gof
the rifles." JMAlywin hoard this with open rapturo, and would. iHnot for a year's pnv havo missed tho joy of re- - ' IHturning the rifles to tho Drake. J IHThe quartermaster could not refrain from saving:"I don't consider, sir. as Captain Ah Fong is really
a success as a pirate. There's something a littlo ama-toons- h

in tho way he broke down and told everv- -'

thing. He ain't of tho Btuff to make a first-class- - JHpirate, or judgo either." JM"Ho couldn't, bo better for my purpose," respond- - i

ed Alywin. still with the vision floating before his
eyes of his coming visit to tho Drako, and tho Ad- - i

miral's countenance when the rifles should be re-- IHturned. JlTho morning dawned dull and stormv, but to
Alywin it was ono of the brightest days ho had
ever known. Ho might have sont Tommy Jones, or i

even an ensign, to tako the Chinamau and the junk IHto the Drako, but concluded, by Macchiavollian reason- - i IHing, it would bo more respectful, considering his
twenty-si- s years, lo go in person and far moro

At 10 o'clock, therefore, the launch was lowered, I IHand, towing tho junk with the twelve Chinamen, pulledi IHacross tho turbid water to whero tho Drake lay,
grim and watchful. By a singular coincidcnco, when IHtho launch put o(T from the Alletta. another launchput off from 1 'Hirondellc, and in it sat Tourneau.
L'Hirondelle 's Inunch reached tho Drako somo min- -
utcs in advance of tho Alletta 's launch, and as Alywin.
came over the side Tourneau himself was standing byi ! IHtho gangway talking to tho ruddy lieutenant who!
had tho deck.

Handing Ovor the loot. j'

The sight of tho Alletta 's launch lowing the junk. i IHfull of Chinamen attracted tho attention of overy-bod- y

in tho Drake, and the admiral as well as thecaptain awaited Alywin on tho deck. Following i1
Alywin oamo throo sailors 'bearing the arms anaclothing. It would havo been more than humane na-tur- o

could compass to havo covered up tho loot when-- .

bringing it on .board, and in particular the admiral's I

uniform and cap on tho top of tho first armful shone-- I

resplendent.
Admiral Harbord took in everything at a glancs

whilo shaking hands Alywin.
"I havo much pleasure, admiral," said Alywin '

sweetly, "in returning you your personal propertvi jMand also in handing ovor these people in tho junk." jHLike Stubbs, the admiral oasily accounted for thopresenco of tho sailors' clothes and his own uni-ior-

as well as the revolvers.
"Stolen," he said briefly.
His gJanco lighted upon tho rifles nnd a Iuridv IHgleam shot into his eyes, which boded ill for everv-bod- y

in the Drake. Tho Drako's captain, a small, fl
resolute man, turned a trifle pale. If the rifles wero
stolen it meant a court of inquiry for him and prob-- 'ably; tho ending of his naval enrecr. For tho British!
admiralty is not an indulgent parent to commandingi
officers from whose ships thirteen rifles aro stolen.
Alywin himself suddenly and lately becamo a com- -'

manding officer, felt acutely for "tho Drake's cap- -'

tain and hastened to say:
"Tho rifles were thoso lost from tho boat thatwns run into and upset last month al. Hankow. Itlwas a prearranged scheme by theso rurates. nnd vou

recall thoy represented it to be a market craft audi
had women aboard. That night, howovor, the rificai
woro all fished up. So Ah Fong, tho junk's cap-tai-

confessed."
Tho Drake's captain drew a quick breath and his-ey-

lost its troubled look.
"This junk," continued Alywin, "got lost in thoi

fog last night and we took the crew off and senrchodl
it with the result before you."

Tourneau, still deeply in conversation with tho
of tho deck, saw Admiral Harbord 's red face.

grow redder. Everybody in tho Drako knev iiawl l

things stood .hotween tho Harbord girls aud the Yorrnf I

American and French commanders; in fact, it might
be called a picco of international information, so far,
as the ships at Hankow woro concerned. Somo ju-- ,
nior lieutenants, remembering how things stood bo- -
twoon Alywin and Tourneau and the admiral, grinnodj
slvlv at each other. Tho officer of tho deck looked! '

slightly uncomfortable. Tourneau had mentioned hav-- .
ing dined on tho Alletta tho night boforo, and it lookodl ' H
to tho ofiicor of tho deck as if tho young French ' f
commander and Alvwin woro fellow conspirators. i

The admiral, after an awkward pause, looked mon-acing-

at Alvwin nnd murmured:
"Thanks, awfully."
Tho cantain would havo liked to ask Alywin to

rriiiaiii at breakfast, but dared not do it under tho )i Hadmiral's infuriated oye.
Curiously enough, Tonncau went; over the sido at(he samo time as Alywin, and accepted nn invitation

lo go back to tho Alletta for breakfast. As Eoon as.
I hoy woro aboard and in the cabin Alvwin shut tho.
door, and, holding out his arms to Tourneau, tho, '

couple of them waltzed ecstatically around the room, i, H
Alywin shouting "Mary is inino! " while Tournoau' H
yelled "Clarico is mine!" '

Thoy were interrupted by a knock at tho door. H
Outside stood Stubbs, a larro grin fixed upon his
weathcrbcatcn countenance. H

"i. think, Stubbs," said Alywin, crratitudo radiat- - fl
ing from his eyes, "you mado a prctt3' good hnul last
night. It's something, you know, to return a lot of
rilles to a British cruiser." H

"It is, sir," replied Stubbs, who know in which
corner sat I ho wind: "it is. sir, and this horo littlo I H
incident is just, what I'vo often soeu all things work Bfltogether for them as loves tho Lord." I H
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