TRANSLATION
Memorandum from Ministry of Foreign Affairs to W, B.M, Embassy
Dated & Despatched 15/9/47 lo. Ou 36/19302 .
& 00>/ Yoo

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs present their compl to H.B. M, Embassy
and, with réference to the Minmistry's memorandum No, Ou 14859 of 16th July regarding
the attacks upon UNERA pergomnsl and supply comvovs on June 10th, 1%th and 1ith by
aireraft of the Chinese Nationmal Air Force, which attacks endangesred the safety of a
British employee [;I‘ i]l'mﬁg have the honmour to state that a reply has now been
received from the competent muthorities to the following effect:-

"Instructions were issued for investigation, as a result of which the clroum- -
gtanoes under whigh the attacks were made in error were ascertained to be as follows:-

i

(1) As regards the attack made on the lighter at the ferry at Xao Ts'um, Tung |

Ming ( i A B .ﬂ' ) on June 10th, it is stated that no distinetive UNRRA markings
to serve as identification were seen on the lighter at the time,

(2) As regards the atbtacks made upon the vessels a*_!;Ymguhhuhou{$ A 3& )
on 1%th and 14th June, the iocal military authorities, upon receipt of to
the effect that large Commmnist foxees in the vicinity of Laiwa were ( )
erossing fsiso Oh'ing River ( s VA J4 ) %o escepe in a northly direction amd
boarding vegsels to es to the sea in an eagterly direction, despatched an
aeroplane /or aeropl to recommoitre the place, It was then discovered that
numerous Jjunks, all wi t markings, were oconcentrated at Hsiaso Ch'ing River and
Tangohiaokou and they were therefore boubed,

(3) It was ascertanined that at a plase on the roed five kilometres south of
Chefoo m truck without markings was in fact attacked on the lith, SRE-SGces

The cause of all the above-mentioned sttacks was that /the vessels or wehicles/
were not marked so as to be distinguishable from Commnist vessels or wehicles,
In order to prevent the recurremce of similer ineidents as a result of misunder-
standing, MIRRA are being requested to place distinotive markings on all of their
vehicles and vessels and to give notification in advance of their movements,
subordinate organs concerned have also beem instructed to pey special attention/%o
identifying/ their objects of attack,"”

As regaris the action taken to dispose of the ocase of the s,s, WANSHEN, the
Ministry have also received a reply from the organization concerned to the follow-
ing effect:-

duaties

"(1) The pemalty of suspension from flying dxiwx hes already been imposed on

the Air Foree officer reaponsible for the incident, \

*(2) As regards the ocompensation for the wound suffered by the Pritish Cop'
R.B.C, Lee, it was ascertained by the doctor, on examimation of the captain's 3
that he is permanently partially disabled in one of his limbs, The question of y
compensation was diseussed with UIMRA and the sum provisionally fixed is USYS5,250.
This sum roughly ecusls two and half years sslary at US#175 a month, The captain
however stated that discussion of the question of compensation should be defeérred
for the time being, and payment no mafle until the extent of his bodily injury

be
oould be definitely ancertained, Upon receipt of information that MRRA and the
Pritish Covernment were pressing for the conclusion of the case, the ocaptain is
stated to have explained to the British representative on the UNRRA Committee of
mmumm;urmmtummmgunhuuumwm
the case t0 be settled.”
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